132
mantras chanted by the sages, while performing the
Abhicharika Homa, were silenced and absorbed by the
incessant rattling of the damaru. The sages and their
women folk were perplexed and stood dumb. Then the
Lord revealed His true form and dispelled their illusion.
They praised Mahadeva and recieved his blessings.
Once upon a time, a demon took the form of an
elephant and caused havoc in and around the sacred city
of Varanasi. The dwellers invoked Viswanatha for help,
who killed the elephant, tore its skin and wore it over His
back That was how the hide of an elephant came to be
associated with Paramasiva.
On getting clarification for all his doubts from Guru
Guha, the divine sage Narada prostrated before him and
sang in praise of SriKalahasteeswara who manifested
Himself from the Kailasanatha Linga installed by Narada.
Thus it became an object of worship and since then the holy
Kshetra is known as Naradapura.
Chapters 72 and 73 of Sthalapurana
Smashancshyvaa-krecda Smarahara pishaachaah sahacharaa I
schitaa-bhasmaa Icpah sragapi nrikarotec parikarah I
Amangalyam scclam tawa bhavatu maamaiva makhilam I
tadhapi smartmnaam Vcrada para mam mangala-mapi I I
[SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM]
O Destroyer of the God of love, 0 Giver of boons,
thy play is in cremation grounds, Thy companions are
ghosts, Thou besmearest Thy body with the ashes of burnt
bodies, and human skulls are Thy garland - all Thy conduct
indeed is thus full of evil. But Thou Conducest to the Great
good of those who remember Thee.